
 

The Parish Church of St Mary Magdalene 
 

Holy Communion 
 

The Epiphany of Our Lord 
 

 
 



 
 
¶   The Gathering 

The president may say  
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Greeting 
The president greets the people  
The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 
Words of welcome or introduction may be said.  

 
Prayer of Preparation 

All  Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 



Prayers of Penitence 
 

Invitation to confession 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world  
 through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his 
own. 
Let us confess our sins. 

cf Titus 2.11-14 
All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of 
life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
The president says  
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 



confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
All  Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The Collect 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the 
words ‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding.  



The Collect is said.  
O God, 
who by the leading of a star 
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 
mercifully grant that we, 
who know you now by faith, 
may at last behold your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
¶   The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Readings 
 

First Reading 
A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah: 
 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 
 See, darkness covers the earth 
  and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
 but the LORD rises upon you 
  and his glory appears over you. 
 Nations will come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 Lift up your eyes and look about you: 
  All assemble and come to you; 



 your sons come from afar, 
  and your daughters are carried on the arm. 
 Then you will look and be radiant, 
  your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
 the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 
  to you the riches of the nations will come. 
 Herds of camels will cover your land, 
  young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
 And all from Sheba will come, 
  bearing gold and incense 
  and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.” 
At the end the reader may say  
This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 
Psalm 72.10-15 

10  The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute; 
♦  
the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring gifts. 

11  All kings shall fall down before him; ♦  
all nations shall do him service. 

12  For he shall deliver the poor that cry out, ♦  
the needy and those who have no helper. 

13  He shall have pity on the weak and poor; ♦  
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 



14  He shall redeem their lives from oppression and 
violence, ♦  
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

15  Long may he live; 
 unto him may be given gold from Sheba; ♦  
may prayer be made for him continually 
 and may they bless him all the day long. 

 
Second Reading 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians: 
I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles –  
Surely you have heard about the administration of 
God’s grace that was given to me for you, that is, the 
mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have 
already written briefly. In reading this, then, you will be 
able to understand my insight into the mystery of 
Christ, which was not made known to men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to 
God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that 
through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 
Israel, members together of one body, and sharers 
together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 
I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s 
grace given me through the working of his power. 
Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, 
this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to 
everyone the administration of this mystery, which for 



ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all 
things. His intent was that now, through the church, the 
manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according 
to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. In him and through faith in him we may 
approach God with freedom and confidence. 
At the end the reader may say  
This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the 
nations 
and believed in throughout the world. 

All  Alleluia. 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
N. 

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Matthew 2.1-12 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the 
time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and 
have come to worship him.” 



When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 
Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the 
people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 
them where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem 
in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has 
written: 
 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for out of you will come a ruler 
  who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’” 
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out 
from them the exact time the star had appeared. He 
sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a 
careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, 
report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, 
and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On 
coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped 
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented 
him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. And 
having been warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



Sermon 
 
The president says 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 

 
The Creed 

All   We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped 
and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession 
Let us worship the Saviour with joy  
and make our prayer to our heavenly Father. 
 
The Magi came from the east to worship your Son: 
Father, grant to Christians everywhere  
 the spirit of adoration …  
Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 



The infant Christ received gifts of gold, incense and 
myrrh: 
Father, accept the offering of our hearts and minds 
[at the beginning of this year] …  
Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The kingdoms of this world have become  
 the kingdom of our God and of his Christ: 
Father, grant an abundance of peace to your world …  
Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The Holy Family lived in exile and in the shadow of 
death: 
Father, look in mercy on all who are poor and 
powerless,  
 and all who suffer …  
Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your Son shared the life of his home and family  
 at Nazareth: 
Father, protect in your love our neighbours, 
our families and this community of which we are a part 
…  
Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 



Father, we rejoice in our fellowship  
with the shepherds, the angels, the magi,  
the Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph 
and all the faithful departed, 
In your unfailing love for us and for all people, 
 hear and answer our prayers through your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

 
¶   The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace  
there shall be no end.   cf Isaiah 9.6,7 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All  and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 
Preparation of the Table 

 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon 
it.  



Father, in Christ there has sprung up a light for the 
righteous; 
accept the offering of your Church 
and grant that Christ may shine in us 
to the praise and glory of your name. 
Amen. 
The president takes the bread and wine. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 



 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 



this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith 

All  Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole 
world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 



by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All  Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Seeking the salvation of the world, 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 

All  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 

Agnus Dei 
All  Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion  
Christ is the true bread which has come down from 
heaven. 

All   Lord, give us this bread always. 
The president and people receive communion.  
 

 



Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 
Lord God, 
the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by 
your light 
discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
 
¶   The Dismissal 
 

Blessing 
May God the Father, 
who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from Light, 
lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

All  Amen. 



May God, who has delivered us from the dominion of 
darkness, 
give us a place with the saints in light 
in the kingdom of his beloved Son. 

All  Amen. 
May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
shine in your hearts and fill your lives 
with his joy and peace. 

All  Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 
A minister says  
We have seen his glory, 
the glory revealed to all the nations. 
Go in the peace of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

The ministers and people depart. 
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